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ABSTRACT
In this presentation we will outline the pioneer work by Jacquelin Petiau and Georges Calas in the field of X-ray absorption spectroscopy when playing with the polarization of light. A special attention will be dedicated to the instrumental resolution and to technical developments that were undertaken in order to optimize it.
In addition, we will also underline the role played by some laboratories in Paris, Saclay, Nancy and Strasbourg who contributed to the development of outstanding instruments at LURE and SOLEIL such as a hybrid asymmetric wiggler, high resolution monochromators, harmonic rejection devices, wire chambers for fluorescence detection, quarter-wave plates, high magnetic field magnets, and sub-kelvin cryostats.
